
Reading list
French Literature

Classics I haven't read or I didn't like
AUTHOR Century BOOK French title

Henri Alain-
Fournier

20th ✔ The Lost Estate ✔ Le Grand Meaulnes

Jules Barbey 
d'Aurevilly

19th ✔ The She Devils ✔ Les Diaboliques

Georges Bernanos 20th ✔  Under Satan's Sun
✔ The Diary of a Country 

Priest

✔ Sous le soleil de Satan
✔ Journal d'un curé de 

campagne
Henri Bernardin 
de St Pierre

18th ✔ Paul et Virginie ✔ Paul et Virginie

François-René de 
Chateaubriand

19th ✔ Memoirs ✔ Mémoires d'outre-
tombe

Jean Cocteau 20th ✔ The Holy Terrors ✔ Les enfants terribles
Colette 20th ✔ Green Wheat ✔ Le blé en herbe
Denis Diderot 18th ✔ Jacques the Fatalist ✔ Jacques le Fataliste
Théophile Gautier 19th ✔ Captain Fracasse ✔ Le capitaine Fracasse
André Gide 20th ✔ The Immoralist

✔ The Counterfeiters
✔ L'Immoraliste
✔ Les faux-monneyeurs

Michel 
Houellebecq

20th ✔ The Elementary 
Particules 

✔ Les particules 
élémentaires

Joseph Kessel 20th ✔ The Lion ✔ Le Lion
Comte de 
Lautréamont

19th ✔ Maldoror ✔ Les Chants de 
Maldoror

Jean-Marie Le 
Clézio

20th 21th ✔ The Interrogation ✔ Le procès verbal 

André Malraux 20th ✔ Man's Fate ✔ La condition humaine
Guy de 
Maupassant

19th ✔ Bel Ami ✔ Bel Ami 

Montherlant 20th ✔ The Girls ✔ Les Jeunes filles
Musset 19th ✔ Confession of a Child of 

the Century
✔ La confession d'un 

enfant du siècle
Gérard de Nerval 19th ✔ Girls of Fire ✔ Les Filles du Feu
Marcel Pagnol 20th ✔ Manon of the Springs ✔ Manon des Sources
Georges Perec 20th ✔ Life: a User's Manual 

✔ A Void
✔ La vie mode d'emploi
✔ La disparition 



Abbé Prévost 18th  ✔ Manon Lescaut ✔ Manon Lescaut
François Rabelais 16th ✔ Gargantua and 

Pantagruel
✔ Gargantua et 

Pantagruel
Jules Romains 20th ✔ Men of Good Will ✔ Les hommes de bonne 

volonté
Jean-Jacques 
Rousseau

18th ✔ The Confessions of 
Jean-Jacques Rousseau

✔ Emile 

✔ Les Confessions

✔ Emile ou l'Education 
George Sand 19th ✔ « the Devil's Pond » ✔ La mare au diable 
Jean-Paul Sartre 20th ✔ Nausea ✔ La Nausée
Georges Simenon 20th ✔ The Widow ✔ La veuve Couderq
Philippe Sollers 20th 21th ✔ Women ✔ Femmes
Madame de Staël 19th ✔ Corinne, or Italy ✔ Corinne ou l'Italie 
Stendhal 19th ✔ The Red and the Black ✔ Le Rouge et le Noir 
Michel Tournier 20th ✔ The Erl-King ✔ Le roi des Aulnes
Henri Troyat 20th ✔ Les semailles et les 

moissons 
Jules Vallès 19th ✔ The Child ✔ L'Enfant 
Jules Verne 19th ✔ Around the World in 80 

days
✔ Journey to the Center of 

the Earth 

✔ Le tour du monde en 
80 jours

✔ Voyage au centre de la 
Terre 


